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UCD Adult Education has a number of partnerships with cultural organisations, including the 
National Library of Ireland, the Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane and Dublin City Libraries.  
We offer courses based around exhibitions, archives and festivals. This is a growing area of 
our programme and ties in with an emerging emphasis on higher education partnerships 

and links to wider society. This study 
visit provided a great opportunity to 
learn more about adult education 
initiatives in museums and to get 
inspiration for future collaborations. 

Over the week, we visited a range of 
museums from national institutions, 
the Ethnographic Museum, to 
specialised institutions such as our 

host the Semmelweis Museum of Medical History. The programme included a mix of 
presentations, tours and participative workshops. Each museum was concerned with 
making the audience experience central and finding dynamic ways to invite people to 
engage with exhibitions. A common theme was the shift from the idea of museums as 
temples, with visitors as passive worshippers, to contemporary ideas of museums as forums 
for engagement. Many of the issues discussed mirror challenges facing adult educators in 
looking at new forms of learning, adopting technology while not being a slave to it, involving 
learners from across all social classes, and considering the needs of older learners.   

There was a focus on the evolution of museum pedagogy 
and the professional development of museum educators. 
We observed many creative participative strategies. 
Facilitators involved us in storytelling, crafts, quizzes, 
jewellery making, chocolate making, food sampling, role-
plays and games.  The activities were developed to suit 
particular contexts and settings but could be modified for 
other adult learning environments to start a conversation, 

encourage debate, foster creativity and promote group 
work.  

Our hosts, and the museums we visited, were 
exceptionally welcoming and generous with their time. 



This visit was informative, entertaining and great fun, and provided a welcome chance to 
step away from day-to-day activities and consider the strategic dimensions of our work. We 
left buzzing with ideas and hope to work together in future to continue the discussions! 

 

 

 

 

 


